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APPENDIX III 


THE SAMPLING METHOD FOR THE SURVEY RESEARCH 


Within each of the four cities the sample was 
selected by a procedure of probability sampling. 
By this means each dwelling unit within a city 
had an equal chance of being selected. In order 
to determine the individuals to be interviewed, 
one adult was selected by a random process 
within each sample dwelling. The sample in 
each city then consists of one randomly chosen 
adult within each of approximately one hun- 
dred dwellings. 

The selection of the sample dwellings in- 
volved several steps. Data from the block 
statistics of the 1940 Census provided a guide 
in this work. First a sample of blocks four times 
as large as required was selected systematically 
throughout the city, each block having a prob- 
ability of selection proportionate to its 1940 
number of dwellings. The blocks were then 
located on a map and grouped into four samples 


t In Bellevue the initial selection was three times 
instead of four times the required size. 


such that each sample was widely distributed 
geographically and contained its share of blocks 
in each of several rental and racial categories. 
One of the four samples was then selected at 
random as the sample to be used for this survey. 
In addition, a sample was chosen from the 
blocks which had no dwellings in 1940, a group 
which had no chance of selection by the above 
procedure. Within each of the sample blocks as 
finally selected a proportion of dwelling units 
was chosen at random. The proportion selected 
within a block varied from block to block in- 
versely to the probability of selection of indi- 
vidual blocks such that finally every dwelling 
unit in a city had an exactly equal chance of 
being included in the sample. 

In carrying through the above procedure, 
the rate of sampling was such as to yield some- 
what more than a hundred dwellings in each 
city in order to allow for a few instances of 
nonresponse despite repeated call-backs. 
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